of the cases were confluent, and a few were mild or discrete. Two cases had proved fatal before the occurrence of the epidemic was reported to me.
On going round the village, I found seven children attacked with confluent variola, their ages varying from one to ten years. When the treatment by carbolic oil was proposed, the parents raised a howl of opposition: they said they would not have it, but stick to their old ways?i.e. to wrap their poor children in blankets and quilts, and give them hot things internally to cause the eruptions to fully come out. Two of the bad cases died, and the remaining five recovered after going through a good deal of suffering.
About two weeks after this, the parents of one of the two children that had died had another child taken ill with smallpox, and after a good deal of coaxing, bribing, and persuasion, consented to have carbolic oil tried on her. It was a girl of six years, and came under treatment on the seventh day, when the eruptions had fully come out. Carbolic oil (I to 9) was applied to the face and to one of the arms to watch its effect. (I should say it was a case of confluent variola). The next day the parents were agreeably surprised to see that the eruptions of the face and the arm had begun to scab and dry up. Being satisfied of its beneficial effect, they now applied the oil to the whole body, and in the course of three or four days the whole of the eruptions scabbed and dried up. There was no suppuration, and consequently no secondary fever. The father of the child went of his own accord and proclaimed in the bazar the wonderful cure by the oil.
After that they all came to me for the oil. Without troubling you with the daily reports of the cases, it will suffice to say that four cases were treated by carbolic oil; two of these were confluent and two discrete. 
